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XPLORE'S RUGGED TABLET PC GETS
A TECHNOLOGICAL OVERHAUL AND
EMERGES TOUGHER THAN EVER

iX104C?
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There isn't a tough outdoor job the Xplore
X104C° can't handie. And the new AllVue
display means the screen is always readable.

¥plora Technologies has once again beefed
up its flagship platform, the ultra-rugged
iX104C*. This is an exceptionally well de-
signed rugged mobile computer that aiso
happens to be elegant, compact, and rela-
tively light. This slate is a full Tablet PC with
a Wacom digitizer, but you can also get a
“Dual Mode” version that supports both pen
and touch input. Technologically, the X104
is Up-to-date with a new Intel 733 processar
and plenty enough RAM and disk. Despite its
stalfar IPGV rating, the device has a number
of on-board jacks and connectars, so you
won't constantly need a port replicatar.
Xplore's superior AllVue screen technology
offers faniastic indoor viewing and complete
outdoor readability, even in direct sunlight.
This is an excellent, well-rounded product.

q& iX104G2 with its sealed magne-
sium case sports an impressive P67
rating. It is designed to take a severe
beating out there in the fiekd.

WalkAbout in rugged slates.
Also Panasonie, Hronix, Psion-
Teklogix, Intermec, Getac, etc.
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nmpetition is always a good thing.
Witness Hertz versus Avis, Coke ver-

sus Pepst, Pord versus Chevy and so

omn. In the ruggedized mobile computing are-
i, slate division, the competition is between
splore Technologies and WalkAbout Com-
puter. The fierce battle between those two
veterans of the pen computer field may be
stressiul o them, butitsure has elevated the
state-of-the-art in rupged pen slates far be-
vond whiat we thought possible just a fow
vears ago, And as usual when competition
gets tough, the primary beneficiary is the cus-
torner, Xplore's latest is the IX104C2, a fresh-
ened-up version of the company’s superh
104 platform. Ap-
plying the vast ex-
perience
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Xplore had pathered over the vears with s
ragged GeneSys pen slates, the (X104 sports
exemplary indastrial design. This is a migged
machine that is not only tough, but also un-
deniably attractive. No matter what angle
your look at i, every detail of the (6104 seems
like some clever engineers thought about it
lor hiours and days, and then went to the de-
signers to come up with the perfect solution.
Just like WalkAbout offers the rupgped BT
and the ulira-rugped XBT series of essentiallby
thesame computer, Xplore uses the X104
platform for both the economical Renegade
aswell as the top-of-the-line 2, In our 24604
Buyer's Guide we marvelled at how Xplore
managed to seal the (X104 Renegade's pen-
erous complement of ports and connectors
from the elements, achieving an [P534 rating.
Apparently no problem. With the X104,
Kplare raised the bar again. The ma-
chine sparts a stellar [PGT rating.
This means you can sub-
merge it in'a
fivot of water
for 30 min-
utes. And,
of course,

]

it i,'ll.?_ir'l [PAssEs
the requisite
lesls fior
blowing rain,
drip, sand and
dust, salt fog,
cortanuination
by fluids {such
as defergents or
brake Duid) and
solar radiation
Years ago, ma
chines that could
withstand  this
mch punishment
temded to be large
and heavy, The
ixl04 is not. Its
11.2 X 8.25 footprint
is roughly that ofa
sheet of copy paper.
[ts thickness of 1.6
inches is what you'd
expect from a slender
notebank, and its five
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LORE IX104C IS A
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S GOOD AS IT CURRENTLY

GETS IN THE RUGGED MOBILE MARKET
o K.

COMPANY Aplore Technelogles

PRODUCT 1X1048° Tablel PG

PROCESSDRA 1.1 GHz Ultra Low Voltage Intel Pentium M 733

OPERATING SYSTEM XP Tablet PC Edition 2005

COMMUNICATIONS Via a varlety of internal DEM devices (WIFI, GPRS, BluoTooth, GPS, 0te.)
MEMORY CONFIGURATION 256MB fo 16B PCI200 DDR RAM

SLOTS Internal: 1 PG Gard Type 11, 1 mini-PGl, one OEM radio bay

DSPLAY 10.4=inch 1024 x 768 Allue TFT

KEYBOARD optianal

PEN/DIGITIZER Wacom active digitizer/1 pen (dual mode with touch alsa available)
DIMENSIONS 11.2 x B.25 x 1.6 inches

WEIGHT 5.1 pounds Including battery

HOUSING Magnesiom with rnubber bumpers

OPERATING TEMPERATURE -4 to 140 degres Fahronheit

ENVIRONMENTAL 0-95% humidity without condensation, IFGT

POWER Replaceable 56 Walt-Hour Li-lon battery pack

INTERFAGE 2 USH, RJ45, video, audie infoul plus bwo sets of expansion contacts
OPTIONS Dual mode display, vehicle dock, kbd, aplical drives, port replicator, radios
PHICE Inguira

CONTACT warw.plorstech.com

pound weight is just north of what a “thin
and light” notebook weighs.

Years ago, machines as tough as this would
also have been behind the technological
curve, often by vears. Mot so here, The € is
powered by an Ultra Low Voltage Intel Pen-
tivm M 733 processor unning at 1.1 GHz. It
alsouses the 400 Mz Intel B55GME chipser
anch the Intel PROWireless 2200806 wireless
network circuitry, earming it full Centrino sta
s, The speedy S400RPM 400GE hard disk is
heavily shock-mounted, memaory ranges
from 256 to 1GE of PC3200 DDR HAM.

Xplore is especially proud of its display
technology and they should be, Ouar est ng
camewith “AllVue,” which Xplore describes
as “an advanced LED and digitizer assembly
rechnology using muli-layer optic en-

hancements and production technigues (o
redice sereen reflectivity and glare, and en-
hance the overall quality of the display.”
Compared to a standard transmissive note-
book display, Xplore claims a 86% reduction
of reflective loss, a 300% increase in outdoors
effectiveness, a small increase even in indoor
effectiveness, all an no impact on battery life,
Car that be 5o Yes it can, Indoors, the dis-
play is bright, crisp and sharp. There is none
of the annoying iridescent shimmering seen
on so many Tablet PO sereens, And despite
the hardened layer that protects the LCD and
digitizer, there is also very little of the dread-
ed parailax effect, Outdoors, the display re-
mains perfectly readable even in direct sun
light. This display is as close to the perfect
COMPROomise as we've seen, Xplore has a clear
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achvantage here, 15 it perfect? [tisn't, and no
current display technology has itall. The Al-
[Vue display doesn't have the wide viewing
angles of the Hydis display, and at an angle
colors degrade into rough steps. Still, this is
as good asit currently gets.

Thedigitizer is a standard Wacom design
using a standard Wacom pen that's tethered
o the unit with a two foot wire. When not in
use, The pren snaps into twao clips on the back
of the device. A good solution,

Power contes from an easily replaceable
56 Watt-Hour Li-Ton battery. A bridge bat-
tery allows hot replacement with the com-
puter in suspend mode,

Though built like a lortress, the Xplore
X I04C has plenty of externally accessible
ports: LAN, video, audio in and aut, and two
LISE poris: There are two speakers, an am-
bent light sensor, and a Kensington lock slot,
A sealed door protects a SIM socket for a
GPRS radio and a Bluetooth antenna, inside
there is a Type [ PC Card slot, a mini-PCIL
slot and a OFEM radio bay. There are two sets
of expansion contacts, one for XPL snap-on
expansion modules and the other for a desk-
top or vehicle docking connector. Unlike ma
chines with slower processors, the D004 does
have a fan. It's part of a convection heat ex-
changer module, and it keeps the machine
running coonl.

The overall design of the 2X104 is for por-
trait operation, though its screen, of course,
rotates, One minor complaint is that it's casy
1o inadverently push one of the nine back-
lit rubber buttons when holding the unit in
bath hands for landscape operation,

With its impressive AllVue display anid ex-
cellent desipgn and performance, the (X10402
is as good as it gets in the rugged mobile mar-
ket, ITvou're in the market fort a tough ma-
chine, put the C* on vour short list, #
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